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&£\ rbitration is the most proper means to preserve peace. Instead of 
Jf-1 an appeal to force it is an appeal to justice. I know all that has 
^4r I been said, all that may be said, respecting the difficulty of consti- 
tuting a supreme international tribunal of arbitration. There is not 
a government which does not teach its people that recoui'se to force is 
forbidden, is culpable, criminal. And that which the governments 
altogether condemn, they themselves do. Why, then, is that resort to 
force which is not permitted to a people, when they are threatened or 
oppressed in the exercise of their liberties and rights, by their own 
government, — why is this permitted to that same government when 
there may be some doubtful danger of its being assailed in its honor or 
independence? How is it that justice should not have the same law in 
respect to governments as in respect to peoples, in respect to nations as 
in respect to individuals? It justice is essentially superior to force, when 
difference arises between states why not appeal to justice, instead of 
appealing to force? Shall it be impossible, then, to constitute an inter- 
national tribunal, before which shall be brought all differences between 
governments, before which shall be discussed all those questions that 
have a common interest to many nations ? I do not believe it. 

Emile de Girardin. 
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Abticlb I. This Society shall be designated the "American 
Peace Society." 

Art. II. This Society, being founded on the principle that all 
war is contrary to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object 
to illustrate the inconsistency of war with Christianity, to show 
its baleful influence on all the great interests of mankind, and to 
devise means for insuring universal and permanent peace. 

Art. III. Persons of every Christian denomination desirous of 
promoting peace on earth, and good-will towards men, may be- 
come members of this Society. 

Art. I,V. Every annual subscriber of two dollars shall be a 
member of this Society. 

Art. V. The payment of twenty dollars at one time shall con- 
stitute any person a Life-member. 

Art. VI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the 
officers and delegates of every auxiliary contributing to the funds 
of this Society, and every minister of the gospel who preaches 
once a year on the subject of peace, and takes up a collection in 
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behalf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges of regular 
members. 

Abt. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to 
one-half the amount of their contributions in the publications of 
the Society. 

Abt. VIII. The Officers of this Society shall be a President, 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, an Auditor and a 
Board of Directors, consisting of not less than twenty members of 
the Society, including the President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
who shall be ex-officio members of the Board. All Officers shall 
hold their offices until their successors are appointed, and the 
Board of Directors shall have power to fill vacancies in any office 
of the Society. There shall be an Executive Committee of seven, 
consisting of the President, Secretary and five Directors to be 
chosen by the Board, which Committee shall, subject to the 
Board of Directors, have the entire control of the executive and 
financial affairs of the Society. Meetings of the Board of Direc- 
tors or of the Executive Committee may be called by the President 
the Secretary or two members of such body. The Society or the 
Board of Directors may invite persons of well known legal ability 
to act as Honorary Counsel. 

Abt. IX. The Society shall hold an annual meeting at such 
time and place as the Board oi Directors may appoint, to receive 
their own and the Treasurer's report, to choose officers, and 
transact such other business as may come before them. 

Abt. X. The object of this Society shall never be changed; 
but the constitution may in other respects be altered, on recom- 
mendation of the Executive Committee, or of any ten members of 
the Society, by a vote of three-fourths of the members present 
at any regular meeting. 
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The Outlook. 

It is impossible, to balance up the items for peace 
and for war and to say exactly how the account 
stands at the opening of the New Year, The in- 
fluences working both ways ar£ too numerous, too 
complex, too intermingled to be dealt with in any 
mathematical way. There is no doubt that the cause 
of peace and goodwill, both in men's thoughts and 
feelings and in the institutions of society, or rather 
in the changes taking place in these institutions, is 
stronger now than at any former time. Only those 
who disbelieve in the growing prevalence of truth 
and goodness will deny this. But in what does the 
gain consist? 

There has certainly been much, during the year 

just closed, which was dark and unpromising. The 

miserable struggle in Cuba has continued, with no 

signs of decrease in its hatreds and its cold-blooded 

inhumanities, until recently, if there are any such 



The war between Greece and 
Turkey has been fought. Though short, it caused 
the loss of thousands of lives, the wreck of many 
homes and the intensifying of an old racial feud. 
Greece was crushed and had to kiss the dust. Turkey, 
which has long been the synonym of unspeakable in- 
iquity, came out of the war with " glory", raised 
almost to the rank of a great power, and actually 
taken into the secret councils of at least one Christian 
nation ! There have been, as usual, civil war and 
attempted revolutions in the Spanish- American coun- 
tries. Great Britain has had on her hands an ugly 
war, not yet ended, with the frontier tribes in North- 
western India, brought on by her own former unjust 
and unwise aggressions in those regions. The 
< 'spheres of influence" in Africa have been the 
occasion of friction, which happily has not at any 
time become really threatening. The British forces 
have been fighting their way, up the Nile, killing off 
natives, and reestablishing lost British supremacy in 
those regions, -*-a supremacy originally acquired by 
methods unknown either to the sermon on the mount 
or to the decalogue. 

The strained condition of European affairs has 
continued much the same. France has determined 
to increase both her army and her navy. The Ger- 
man Emperor, defeated in one attempt greatly to 
enlarge the German navy, has been forcing the sub- 
ject again with all his ingenuity and imperial in- 
fluence. The British navy has gone on growing, 
and a determined effort has for some time been made 
to increase the British army and to introduce con- 
scription in the United Kingdom? The Triple Alli- 
ance continues. Over against it, the alliance be- 
tween France and Russia, long supposed to exist, 
has been officially announced to the world, its power 
for mischief possibly being increased by the secrecy 
which covers its specific provisions. Russia has 
been alert and aggressive. Her enormous military 



